Closet Talk - December 2018
1. Pray today for tomorrow’s Church Business
Meeting. Pray for the decisions regarding
budget, and nominations for Board and
Diaconate that will be processed at that
meeting.
2. Pray for this first Sunday of Advent where
Faith is the focus. Pray for us as a church as
we gather around the communion table in
unity to affirm our belief in Jesus Christ as
Lord. Pray also for those who distribute
poinsettias to our church family members
who are in care homes or house bound this
Christmas.
3. Pray for the Hazel Merritt Group Christmas Supper this evening that they will enjoy
friendship and celebrating our Lord’s birth.
4. Pray for a well deserved break for our Student Dinner Volunteers as they take the month of
December off to refresh, and to celebrate Christmas with their families and friends.
5. Pray concerning your own celebration of Christmas this year. What is your focus? May God
set your thoughts on the birth of Jesus Christ, and celebrating this great gift of the Messiah
with family and friends.
6. Pray for the final preparations of the Messiah service which we will enjoy this coming Sunday
morning. Pray for Pastor Joan as she directs this event and all the musicians involved.
7. Pray for the Mandarin Bible Studies that meet every Friday and Saturday evenings.
Pray for God’s love and grace to be a part of their gatherings.
8. Pray for the Sunday School Classes as they prepare to share in our service on Dec. 23rd.
Pray for the teachers as they lead the preparations.
9. Pray for today’s music filled worship service as we hear Handel’s musical setting of the
scripture prophesying the birth of the Messiah.
10. Pray today for the Channels of Blessing group as they prepare special Christmas bags with
socks, touques and toiletries for dignity packages which will be distributed to the Sanctuary
Youth outreach and Street Link.
11. Pray for the staff as they meet to plan for the future months. Pray for wisdom and grace as
they try to cover our many ministries with Joan and Ingrid working fewer hours in the new
year.
12. “The son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of God.” C.S. Lewis.
Thank God today for the reality of the incarnation of God.
13. Pray for the Janzen Mission Group as they gather for their Christmas Luncheon. Thank God
for these wonderful women who have been so faithful in their mission endeavours.

14. Pray for our youth as they go out into the community this evening to sing Christmas Carols
and deliver cookies to some of our church members.
15. Pray for the final preparation of our Christmas Hampers. Pray for those who will be receiving
this encouragement.
16. Pray for our English and Mandarin Services today that we will have a sense of God moving
among us in these worship gatherings. Pray for Daniel McDougall as he speaks in our English
service.
17. Pray for comfort and community for those of our church family who have lost loved ones over
the past year. The Christmas season can be a difficult time of feeling losses more deeply.
18. Pray for the staff Christmas Party this evening, for all of those who work on our church staff.
May this be a special time of celebration together.
19. Pray for the gift wrapping at the Tillicum Mall which raises money for the Mustard Seed
church and the community they seek to serve. Pray for the volunteer Christmas wrappers,
particularly Madeleine Duncan and Mary Jane Spray who co-ordinate this ministry.
20. Pray for the Emmanuel Preschool as they have their Christmas Party this morning before their
Christmas break. Pray also for our Good Friends Christmas Luncheon at noon as we gather for
a festive lunch and program in the Gym.
21. Pray for the After School children and teachers as they have a Christmas Party today for the
last day before they break for 2 weeks.
22. Pray for our Family Christmas Service tomorrow. Pray for the children and youth who will be
involved in “The Crooked Christmas Tree” and for our Mandarin choir who will provide
special music.
23. Pray for visitors to our Family Christmas Service that they feel welcome, and join us after the
service in the gym to get to know us and share in the food and fun.
24. Pray for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service tonight that it be a joyful celebration of
Christ’s birth and a welcoming place for visitors from the community to enjoy music,
scripture, a simple drama and the warmth of the light of Christ symbolized through candles.
25. Pray for all the families that are celebrating Christmas in their homes today.
Happy Birthday Jesus!
26. Besides shopping, Boxing Day has traditionally been a time to take boxes of goodies to
neighbours and friends in celebration of friendship. Celebrate a friendship today.
27. Between Christmas and New Years there is often a break from the busyness of this season.
Pray that you might be intentional about slowing down and resting.
28. As we come near the end of the year, it is good to reflect upon God’s goodness and to express
our gratitude to God in prayer.
29. As we look to 2019, pray that God will help you make Him a priority in your schedule, time,
and use of your skills and resources.
30. Pray for our English and Mandarin gatherings for worship today. Pray for God’s blessing as
we look to the new year.
31. New Year’s eve and New Year’s day are often a time to reflect on new goals and new
priorities. Take time today to reflect on what is important to you in the coming year, with God
as your guide.

