
  

 

 

 

Life with God 

Finding our way to where we belong 
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We all need help navigating through life.  We need a sense of 

where we have come from and where we are going.  The Christian 

vision for life could be described as life with God, now and forever.  

The spiritual life we see in the Bible is described by many 

metaphors such as walking with God, being in covenant with God, 

fearing God and gaining righteousness.  All these descriptions 

have a relational core.  They are all ways of describing a life lived 

with God. 

  

The story presented to us in the 
Bible is God's invitation to enter 
into relationship with him.  
From the earliest chapters of 
Genesis to the vision of life in 
the age to come, we see that, 
although humanity has rebelled, 
God has made a way for us to be 
with him.  From the building of 
Solomon's temple to the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, the scriptures 
invite us to experience the joy of 
God's presence.   
 
Jesus Christ himself is the 
perfect expression of life with 
God.  As the Son of God in 
human form, Jesus shows us 
that God is willing to come to us 
and make a way for us to be with 
him. 
 

 Jesus prays, “Father, I want those you  have given me to be with 

me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me 

because you loved me before the creation of the world.        John 

17:24 

Defining Discipleship 

 
A disciple is a follower, a 
learner, an apprentice.  Every 
Christian is a disciple  
because discipleship is the 
process of following Jesus.  
We are like apprentices to 
Jesus our master.   
Discipleship describes the 
whole process of coming to 
faith in Christ and then perse-
vering in faith.  Discipleship is 
life with God. 
 
This process is also called 
sanctification, spiritual 
growth, spiritual maturity or 
spiritual formation.  These 
terms can be used inter-
changeably to describe life 
with God. 
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Life Without God 
 
These days people find it easy to imagine life without God.  They 
attempt to find meaning by pursuing their own dreams without 
reference to a higher reality.  Yet it is not unusual for a person to 
feel a need for God.  A desire for significance, the fear of boredom, 
the pull of love and beauty, the marvel at the complexity of life, the 
reality of death and suffering and a desire for justice cause us to 
feel that there is something more.  The first step towards a life with 
God is found in an openness to "something more." 
 
 I have seen the burden God has laid on men.  He has made 

everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end.  Ecclesiastes 3:10–11 

 
While we may have eternity in our hearts, there are forces inside us 
which suppress our awareness of God.  While not all people are 
openly wicked or evil, we are all proud and self centered.  We 
worship all kinds of things other than God.  One might not live 
decidedly against God, but rather just live without paying any 
attention to God.  This is what the Bible calls sin.  Sin may manifest 
itself as lawless living, but more often it is expressed as ignoring 
God and living for self. 
 
In this secular age, life is 

conflicted, we feel the 

pressure of being pulled 

in two directions.  We 

suspect that life may 

only be the here and 

now, but we also sense 

eternity.   

 

We live without reference to God, but what if it is possible to have 

life with God? What if there is a way through the challenges and 

threats of life to a place where we belong? 
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Life With God begins in Christ 
 

 Should we ever decide that we would like to live with God, we have 
the problem of our guilt.  Just as in any human relationship, when 
you have ignored and offended someone, you can't just decide one 
day that everything is okay.  Something needs to be done.  The 
relationship first needs to be repaired.  Usually this means that the 
one offended must be willing to receive the offender.  Thankfully, 
God takes the first step closer to us. 
 

In Christ God takes a step towards us and offers to repair our 
broken relationship.  Jesus is quite literally God with us.    The Son 
of God took on human form and came to earth to live with 
humanity.  Jesus was God in the flesh living with us.   
 
Jesus is the one who solves the problem of our guilt.  He accepts 
the punishment for our sin so that we need no longer be separated 
from God. 
 
 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, to bring you to God. 1 Peter 3:18 
 
Jesus becomes our substitute.  He suffers the punishment that we 
deserve. The innocent take the place of the guilty.  
 
Therefore, life with God truly begins when a person trusts Jesus.  
When we accept Christ’s death and resurrection as a gracious gift 
of forgiveness, we begin a new relationship with God.  This is the 
meaning behind the biblical idea of being born again.  When a 
person trusts Jesus, he is spiritually reborn.  Where once there was 
hostility and indifference towards God, there is now new life.    
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But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.    
Ephesians 2:4-6 

    
This new birth, this new life with God is a free gift from God.  It is  
not earned or achieved, it is by grace.  Before we can fully 
experience life with God, we must make a commitment of faith to 
Jesus Christ.  Life with God begins in Christ. 
  

 

Continued Life With God is inspired 

by Grace 
 
When much attention is placed on the importance of becoming a 
Christian we often do not consider what it means to live as a 
Christian.  We fail to see the role of grace in discipleship.   
 
At one extreme, there is a smug satisfaction with conversion.  We 
live as if all that God desires from us is to believe.   We exult in the 
free gift of grace and do nothing with it.   Grace ought to inspire us 
to continue with God. 
 

When we rightly prize God’s grace, we understand that grace leads 
us to respond to God.  This response is discipleship, or the ongoing 
life with God.  Pastor and theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes,  
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“Happy are they who know that discipleship simply means the 
life which springs from grace, and that grace simply means 
discipleship.”   

 
When he says that discipleship is the life that springs from grace he 
means that life with God is inspired by all that God has done for us.  
He is saying much the same as in Romans where Paul encourages 
sacrificial living in light of God’s mercy. 
 
 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your spiritual act of worship.  Romans 12:1 

 
As we recognize grace and 
mercy in Christ, our life 
springs forth with the desire to 
follow God and live with him.  
Discipleship is a way to express 
affection for Christ and in 
celebration of his gracious 
acceptance of us.  Discipleship 
is essentially responsive.  We 
respond to the beauty of God 
and the wonder of his love for us.  
 
At the other extreme, we  may see discipleship as duty and 
obligation.  While it is true that some of the Christian life is defined 
by obedience to God, obedience is not the burden we often make it 
out to be.  The Bible is very clear to link obedience with the 
gladness of love.  
 

“If you love me, you will obey what I command.  John 14:15 
 
Discipleship is the glad obedience that springs from the heart that 
is in love with God.  Because of all that God has done for us, we 
gladly embrace the opportunity to live with him. 
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Continued Life with God is a gift of 

Grace 
 
The pursuit of God’s glory is not separate from the pursuit of our 
happiness.  Pastor and theologian, John Piper, is famous for saying 
that “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in 
Him.”   Because God is the greatest good, when we pursue him we 
will be satisfied.  This is what Bonhoeffer means when he says that 
grace is discipleship.  The life which follows God is itself the 
experience of God’s grace.  Life with God is a good gift.  The Bible 
points this out in Romans. 
 

 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 
and perfect will.   Romans 12:2 

 
God's will is good, pleasing and perfect.  Discipleship is a vision of 
the good life.  It is the pursuit of that which should make life 
complete and pleasant.  Life with God is the way in which we both 
glorify God and enjoy God. 
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What Does this Life Look Like? 
 
Once we are clear that discipleship finds its identity and motivation 
as the joyful response to God’s grace, we must ask ourselves, “what 
does this life include?”  Life with God is not a component we add to 
our normal everyday life, but rather it is a different way of living 
altogether. 
 
It is not that we stop our day to day routines of work, study, play 
and family, but rather that we do all of these things with God.   
 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. Colossians 
3:17 

 
If discipleship is the process of following 
Christ, it is helpful to think about where he 
will lead us.  Life with God is not a 
predictable formula, but it does have some 
clear themes.  There is no step by step 
process, but it can be described.   
 
Jus as a compass has four cardinal bearings, 
there are four aspects of life with God. 
 
 

Relationship:   To Live with God is to Seek God's Presence. 
Character:    To Live with God is to Reflect God's Nature. 
Community:   To Live with God is to Share in God's Family.   
Mission:    To Live with God is to Serve God's Kingdom. 
 

As we navigate life we need to orient ourselves to these four 
realities.  Each of them is important and they are all related.  While 
we may focus on one of these four aspects for a season, we cannot 
ignore the others for long.   



10 

 

 

Relationship:   

 
To Live with God is to Seek God's Presence.  
 
Our relationship with God 
grows deeper with trust and 
communication.  To seek 
God's presence is to make an 
effort to spend time with God.  
We enjoy him as we hear from 
him, speak to him and learn to 
trust him. 
 
 O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for 

you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there 
is no water. Psalm 63:1 

 
 

Character:   
 

To Live with God is to Reflect God's Nature:  
 

There is great delight in 
copying someone we admire.  
When we see that God is good, 
we want to be like him.  
Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus will bring our lives 
in alignment with God's 
character.  We will grow in 
love, joy, peace and all the 
fruits of the Spirit described in Galatians 5. 
 
 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a 

life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us... 
Ephesians 5:1-2 
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Community:   
 

To Live with God is to Share in God's Family 

 
Life with God is a family 
relationship.  As we live with God, 
we live together with others.  
Disciples enjoy God as they 
nurture positive relationships 
with others, receiving support and 
encouragement and blessing 
others in return.  We experience 
God in community with others.  
 

Jesus says, "For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them."   Matthew 18:20  
 
 

 

Mission:   
 

To Live with God is to Serve God's Kingdom   
 

Our growing relationship with 
God and others is not purely for 
our own benefit.  As we are 
transformed, we are called to 
make a difference in the lives of 
others.  The Christian life is a 
life of adventure and 
accomplishment as we work 
with God to accomplish his 
purposes.   
 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I 
am sending you." John 20:21 
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Like a compass without a map, these four aspects do not offer 
enough practical insight into what it means to live with God.  To 
give even greater clarity, we can expand these four themes into 
sixteen different categories.   
 
Relationship:  Faith, Scripture, Prayer and Spirit 
 
Character:  Love, Hope, Humility and Wisdom 
 
Community: Unity, Hospitality, Support and Reconciliation 
 
Mission:  Generosity, Justice, Witness and Calling 
 
On the following pages  
we describe each with 
four practices and four 
truths.  Hopefully this 
can serve as a map to 
guide us into Life with 
God. 
 
Both knowledge and 
practice are important 
in shaping our life with 
God.  It is not enough 
to know the truth if we 
will not live it out.  It is not easy to practice the truth if we do not 
know what we are doing. 

 
We ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order 
that you  may  live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him 
in every way: Colossians 1:9-10 
 

Our minds must be transformed by spiritual truth, but spiritual 
truth should lead to a life that pleases God.  We must grow in 
knowledge and practice.   
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Relationship:  Seek God's Presence 
 

Faith   
   

Knowledge: God made everything and made people in his 
image with a capacity to have relationship 
with him. 

 
Practice: A disciple will make a commitment of faith 

and have a continued hunger to know and 
worship God more. 

 

Scripture  
   

Knowledge: God inspired the Bible which is authoritative  
revelation. 

 
Practice: A disciple will learn to hear from God through 

the scriptures. 
 

Prayer 
 
Knowledge: God is Personal and desires to relate with us. 
      
Practice: A disciple will communicate with God. 
 
 

Spirit   
 

Knowledge: The Holy Spirit dwells within each Christian 
revealing God’s presence and providing God’s 
power. 

 
Practice: A disciple will invite the Holy Spirit to guide 

and empower. 
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Character:  Reflect God's Nature 
 

Love 
 

Knowledge: God is love and, as a trinity, has always 
existed in love. 

 
Practice A disciple will actively pass on the love they 

receive from God. 
 

Hope 
 
Knowledge: Although we face suffering and death, God 

works for good in all things and gives us 
the hope of resurrection. 

 
Practice A disciple will learn to live with gratitude 

and contentment. 

 
Humility 
 

Knowledge: Jesus humbled himself by taking on flesh 
and dying for sinners. 

 
Practice  A disciple will accept others and treat them 

better than themselves. 
 

Wisdom 
 

Knowledge: The world, the flesh and the devil tempt 
people to sin.  Disciples  resist temptation 
through faith in God’s promises. 

 
Practice:   A disciple will resist temptation, seek 

guidance  and pursue holiness. 
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Community:  Share in God's Family 
 

Unity   

 
Knowledge: Christian’s are united in Christ as a family 

and as a body. 
 
Practice: A disciple will gather with others to express 

worship and belonging. 
 

Hospitality  
 

Knowledge:  God is full of mercy and grace, and takes 
the initiative to relate to people. 

 
Practice: A disciple will notice and include others. 

 

 
Support 

 
Knowledge: God is compassionate and encourages us to 

meet the needs of others. 
 
Practice: A disciple will give and receive care and 

encouragement. 

 
Reconciliation 

 

Knowledge: All people have sinned and need Christ.  In 
Christ we are forgiven and given a new 
identity. 

 
Practice: A disciple will be reconciled to others. 
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Mission:  Serve God's Kingdom 
 

Generosity 
    
Knowledge: Jesus Christ will return with eternal rewards 

and punishment. 
 
Practice: A disciple will serve others for the sake of 

God’s work. 
 

Justice  
 

Knowledge: God is Holy and Just.  He seeks justice for the 
poor and needy and promises to set all things 
right in the new heaven and earth. 

 
Practice: A disciple will care for creation and  help those 

in need. 
 

Witness 
 

Knowledge: Jesus Christ calls disciples to make more 
disciples. 

 
Practice: A disciple will share the gospel in word and 

deed. 
 

Calling  
 

Knowledge: The Holy Spirit gives gifts to believers for the 
common good. 

 
Practice: A disciple will seek to use their gifts and 

abilities for God.  
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Resources 

 
Playing with this navigation theme we have been talking about 
compasses and maps which guide our Life with God.  Remember 
however, that spiritual growth is never a simple pathway or step by 
step process.  Each journey is different even though we follow  
similar maps and  directions.   
 
At Emmanuel we offer you a wide variety of resources to aid you as 
you explore life with God.   
 
 

Life with God Sunday Messages 
 
While each of our Sunday messages should help you in the  
discipleship process, some messages are specifically identified as 
Life with God messages.  Usually on the first Sunday of a month, 
these messages focus on one of the sixteen categories and offer 
practical suggestions for living life with God.  Search for the series 
on our website: 
 
http://emmanuelvictoria.ca/index.php/worship/sermons/messages/series/life-with-god 

 
Life with God Guidebooks 

 
We are continuing to develop guidebooks based on the Life with 
God topics.  These books are designed to be used with a friend or 
mentor and include teaching videos, Bible studies and practical 
ideas to put what you learn into action.  
 
We currently offer Book 1 in this series which contains 12 lessons.  
If you are interested in being involved with or leading/mentoring 
others using these guidebooks, please contact pastor David. 

 

 

 

http://emmanuelvictoria.ca/index.php/worship/sermons/messages/series/life-with-god
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Life with God is Better Together 
 
Even with a map and compass, a journey is always better with a 
guide and friend.  That is why we are always looking for ways to 
connect people in mentoring relationships and small groups. 
 
If you are new to the faith or 
feel that you need a mentor, 
we would be happy to  
connect you with someone 
who is further along in their 
 journey.   
 
Perhaps you feel established 
in your life with God but 
would like to form a spiritual 
friendship with another  
person who is navigating this 
life.   
 
Or maybe you need the challenge to become a guide and would like 
training in how to lead others through the life with God materials. 
 
While “one-on-one” relationships offer great opportunity for 
growth, small groups and classes can offer friendship and learning  
opportunities as you live with God.   
 
Wherever you are in your journey, life with God is better together.  
Let us help you find the connection you need so that you can find 
your way to where you belong.   
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